
ABA EXCHANGE 2020 
PD EVENT FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER

ATTENDEE INFORMATION  



Event Information

Ticket Information

ABIA Members: $99.00 all day 3 session bundle
Non Members:  $120.00 all day 3 session bundle

ABIA Members: $39.00 single session 
Non Members:  $49.00 single session

To purchase an all day or single session ticket please click here to register.

ABA Exchange is a series of Professional Development events, workshops and panels for ABA 
professionals and families. ABA Exchange informs, inspires and continues the ABA conversation.

ABA Exchange events highlight the gaps for professional development; and the need for the 
ABA community to come together more regularly to share knowledge, skills and expertise. 

Event Schedule 

Our next ABA Exchange will be an all day virtual event held on Friday, 30 October 2020. 

CEU credits will be available for BCBAs (1.5 CEUs will be offered for panel 1, and 1.5 CEUs will 
be offered for panel 2. A total of 3 CEUs for the event). 

Dr Erin Leif, ABIA Vice President and Senior Lecturer at Monash University, will mediate the 
three panel discussions. Each discussion will be held online via Zoom Webinar. 

9:30am - 11:00am
Ethics of Effective Dissemination and Cross-Disciplinary Collaboration 
in Applied Behaviour Analysis. 1.5 CEU Credits

1:30pm - 3:00pm
Navigating the NDIS - What do Providers and Parents Need to Know?

11:30am - 1:00pm
Current Challenges and Opportunities for Integrating Applied Behaviour 
Analysis in Australian Schools. 1.5 CEU Credits & APST aligned.

Panel 1

Panel 2

Panel 3
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Panel Discussion 1

Panel Discussion Abstract and Learning Objectives

Ethics of Effective Dissemination and Cross-Disciplinary Collaboration in Applied 
Behaviour Analysis

1.5 CEUs offered

Friday, 30 October - 9:30am - 11:00am
 
Applied Behaviour Analysis is rapidly gaining recognition in Australia as a result of new university 
training programs and the increased demand for behavioural supports in the context of the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme. A trans-disciplinary approach is central to contemporary 
disability services, healthcare and educational policy in Australia, and there is an increased 
national movement towards the delivery of services for people with autism and related 
conditions through trans-disciplinary teams. 

For behaviour analysts to effectively disseminate applied behaviour analysis in Australia, they 
must learn to work effectively with team members from allied health and education disciplines. 
However, integrated and collaborative work across disciplines may be challenging, particularly 
when team members possess different knowledge and technical skills. This may result in 
ethically complex situations. 

In this session, a clinical psychologist, speech and language pathologist, occupational 
therapist, and board-certified behaviour analyst will discuss how they work as members of 
trans-disciplinary teams when delivering applied behaviour analysis services in Australia. Each 
will present an ethically complex situation that they have encountered, and how they resolved 
it. Throughout the discussion, we will highlight how the inter-professional aspects of ethical 
decision-making may lead to both better teamwork and potentially improved client outcomes 
in diverse settings. 
 
Learning Objectives:

• Describe three reasons why trans-disciplinary collaboration is important, and how 
collaboration benefits the direct recipient of services  

• Describe three potential challenges that providers may encounter when engaging in 
trans-disciplinary collaboration

• Propose solutions to ethically complex situations that may arise within the context of 
trans-disciplinary collaboration

Panellists:

• Chelsea Troutman, BCBA & Clinical Director, Specialist Behaviour Support Services
• Dr Jose Molina, Psychologist & Clinical Director, Irabina Autism Services
• Kristen Bayley, MSLP, BCBA, CPSP & Clinical Director, To the Moon & Back, and Senior 

Lecturer, Griffith University 
• Rachel Thomas, Occupational Therapist & Clinical Manager, Best Start Clinic
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Panel Discussion 2

Panel Discussion Abstract and Learning Objectives

Current Challenges and Opportunities for Integrating Applied Behaviour Analysis in 
Australian Schools

1.5 CEUs offered & aligns with Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APSTs). 

Friday, 30 October - 11:30am - 1:00pm
 
Applied behaviour analysis (ABA) and school-wide positive behavior intervention and supports 
(SWPBIS) are closely related frameworks that utilise preventive and positive approaches to 
bring about behavioral, social, and education change in schools (Simonsen & Sugai, 2019). 
When used within schools, ABA and SWPBIS support school staff to select and adopt evidence-
based interventions relevant to student need. By utilising a tiered structure of intervention and 
a focus on data-driven decision making, students who do not respond to preventive school-
wide practices receive increasingly personalised, educative interventions aimed at supporting 
their successful engagement at school. 

In this session, professionals working within a variety of roles in the Australian education system 
will discuss how they have used the principles of ABA and SWPBIS to deliver effective educational 
and behavioural interventions and supports to children in school settings. Each panellist will 
describe their professional role and how they integrate ABA and SWPBIS into their work. The 
panellists will also discuss some of the challenges that they have encountered when designing 
and delivering evidence-based interventions in school settings, and how they have worked 
to overcome implementation challenges. Finally, the panellists will discuss current and future 
opportunities for ABA and SWPBIS in Australian schools.
 
Learning Objectives:

• Describe three ways that the ABA and SWBPIS frameworks may be used in school settings    
• Describe three potential challenges that professionals may encounter when implementing 

evidence-based practices in schools
• Propose solutions to implementation challenges in school settings    
• Describe two future opportunities for ABA and SWPBIS in Australian schools

Panellists:

• Samantha Packer, Psychologist & Behaviour Coach, Department of Education and 
Training Victoria

• Ian Cronin, BCBA, Department of Education and Training Victoria
• Tyrone Smoger, Options Building Capacity, Department of Education and Training Victoria 
• Russell Fox, PhD Candidate, Monash University  
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Panel Discussion 3

Panel Discussion Abstract and Learning Objectives

Navigating the NDIS - What do Providers and Parents Need to Know?

Friday, 30 October - 1:30pm - 3:00pm
 
The National Disability Insurance Scheme is a new way of delivering funded supports to 
Australians living with a disability. The NDIS provides funding for supports that are deemed to 
be reasonable and necessary, represent value for the money, and support the inclusion and 
participation of the individual in their community. 

Although applied behaviour analysis (ABA)-based interventions are internationally endorsed as 
safe and effective for individuals with neurodevelopmental disabilities, Australian families have 
had mixed outcomes when requesting NDIS funding for ABA-based interventions. Therefore, it 
is important for service providers and parents to understand how to best advocate for funding 
for ABA-based interventions. 

In this session, a parent, advocate, and program manager will discuss strategies for navigating 
the NDIS process. Each panelist will describe their experiences with the NDIS, the challenges 
they’ve faced when attempting to secure funding for ABA-based interventions, and the steps 
taken to address these challenges. The panellists will also discuss how they demonstrate that 
ABA-based interventions are reasonable and necessary, represent value for the money, and 
support the inclusion and participation of the direct recipient of intervention. Panellists will 
provide their top tips and recommendations for parents and providers, and will facilitate and 
question and answer session with participants.
 
Learning Objectives:

• Describe how the NDIS defines ‘reasonable and necessary’ and ‘value for the money’
• Describe three ways that providers can support families to navigate the NDIS process   
• Describe two reasons why a family’s request for funding for ABA-based interventions might 

be denied, and what to do if this occurs

Panellists:

• Vicki Jones, Parent
• Bob Buckley, Director A4 (Autism Aspergers Advocacy Australia) and Parent 
• Shannon Eeles, Managing Director, Autism Partnership
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